
August 31, 2021 Special Board Meeting  

 
 SPECIAL MEETING OF THE 

BEAVER RIVER CENTRAL SCHOOL BOARD OF EDUCATION 
Wednesday, August 31, 2021 

 
Join Via Web ex: 

https://brcsd.webex.com/brcsd/j.php?MTID=m7d0a2464400933ba45948e3ede34b00a  
 

Join Via Phone:   
1-415-655-0003 United States Toll 

 
1. The special monthly meeting of the Beaver River Central School Board of  CALL TO 

Education was called to order by President, S. Chamberlain at 6:00  p.m.  ORDER 
    Choral room. 
  
 Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 MEMBERS PRESENT: T. Lighthall, J. Pate, S. Chamberlain   ATTEND.  

Z. Zehr, B. LaChausse, S. Greaud, J. Beller 
 
 MEMBERS ABSENT:    
 
 STAFF PRESENT:  T. Green, D. Bush 
 
 VISITORS ATTEND:   
 
2. ACCEPTANCE OF PROPOSED AGENDA 
 
   A. Upon the recommendation of Superintendent Green, the Board made a motion PROPOSED 
    to approve the proposed agenda for the August 31, 2021 meeting.   AGENDA 
        
   First:  BL Second: SG Yes: 7 No: 0 Abstain: 0 
 
3. PRESENTATIONS 
 
 A.   Todd Green, Superintendent 
 
 Goal tonight is to described the process that got us to this point and then what has changed since Friday August 
28, 2021. This the 3rd board meeting discussing the opening. About 3-4 weeks ago it was determined from the DOH, the 
districts were given the opportunity that the DOH and the American Pediatrics were not given specific guidance to the 
opening of schools.  
Number #1 is our students are to be in school every day all day. To do that, there are CDC parameters around that. Students 

are mandated by the DOT, while moving in the building to class or closer that 3ft. they to wear their masks. In order to get 

the students back in school, this would be what we needed to do. An email came out at Friday, August 27th at 5:34 pm. and 

the email was from DOH. Effective immediately from the commissioner of DOH, any person over the age of two must wear 

a mask at all times indoors regardless of vaccination status. People do not need to wear a mask when eating, drinking, 

playing a wind instrument or singing.  

Reminder that the school district is governed by public entities. We have to answer to these entities.  

We are going to keep every child in school every day with a normal schedule etc. 

 Todd asked for clarification from public health today regarding a person that is in a room by themselves has to be masked. 

The answer was yes by public health because they are indoors. But might have some flexibility if they are in a room by 

themselves. Superintendent Stephen Todd (JLBOCES) will have some more clarification on those specifications. 

Consequences for not following the regulations: The fine per entity is $1,000 per day is the minimum. This is a health 

department fine. Prior to this we received communication from our insurance company if the school district be liable? The 

https://brcsd.webex.com/brcsd/j.php?MTID=m7d0a2464400933ba45948e3ede34b00a
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insurance will not cover us if we do not follow the CDC guidelines. So we would be liable if a lawsuit would be placed 

against us.  

Brian LaChausse has a question regarding legal. Who can be named in the lawsuit? In a lawsuit anyone can be named. The 

findings of that would be who had the authority to decide and the district would be liable. 

Todd Lighthall read in the paper that the governor did acknowledge if mandated masks still on the table with that being 

said and if different communities spread changes, she would possibly change the recommendations. Mr. Lighthall sent an 

email to the governor and got a response. He suggested to write an email or letter to her to know we are concerned. Jackie 

Pate explained that she has wrote letters etc. to congressman, senators etc. 

Discussion with the surveys with numerous community members. Mr. Green showed the results of the survey conducted.  

Mr. Green stated that the Board likes the plan that we have in place and we have a board that is stuck between want to do 

and what changed on Friday. The question on the table is essentially whether we want to take those consequences or not. 

Brian LaChausse stated he is not in favor of the mask and is his personal opinion. As a board we need to get these kids back 

in school to have the best education, it is what they deserve.  Last year this did not happen. If we get these kids back and 

having them wear their masks on the bus and in the hallways he is all for the plan. If we can see improvement in the 

education for our kids. Stacy Greaud said the reason they voted for our initial plan was to avoid quarantining which we have 

no control over. That is the whole reason we voted for it. That’s why it is so constringent now. None of us are pro-mask.  

Quarantining is a public health jurisdiction not a school district.  

Discussion with community regarding masks with the Board and Mr. Green.  

 

 
4.  PUBLIC COMMENT 

  

Jennifer Grunert spoke regarding her two children who are school age. She spoke tonight because she wanted to hear from 

Mr. Green if the district’s policy regarding the reopening of school had changed or might change because of new directives 

from the state. I understand that the board members and superintendent do not make the mandates which the school 

must follow and that, if I disagree with those mandates, I need to contact the person(s) who made them or those who can 

actually reverse them. I will do this. It sounds like the Board is continuing to proceed with the policy they previously 

adopted regarding masks. Right now, however, I would like to read some of what I have written so that the Board has an 

idea where I stand regarding the recent mandates. 

Last January her daughter contracted COVID at church from Sunday school. who had worn a mask the whole time she was 

teaching. Public Health called me a few days later to state that her daughter had contact with someone who has tested 

positive, so per their request, she took her daughter to get tested. She tested positive, so the family was placed in 

quarantine. Once she saw that her daughter’s symptoms were mild, she decided that the rest of her children could all play 

together for the remainder of the quarantine. As a note, the family was all in close proximity for the whole quarantine and 

no one tested positive. Therefore, based on my personal experience with COVID, masking did not stop the spread of the 

virus nor did the lack of masking enhance it. Mr. Green state in his last letter that Summer School has operated with the 

policy of masks being optional. Her what he wrote: “The data shows the risk of student-to-student classroom COVID 

transmission is low. In fact, during the BRCS summer learning program, more than 65 student attended in-person learning 

in grades K-12 masks were optional and there was no transmission to other program participants. Equally relevant, 

regarding adult-to-adult and adult-to-student transmission, we recognize we have a high percentage of Beaver River staff 

who have been vaccinated, thereby making our district significantly safer.” 

There is just no reason for children to be masked while at their seats. I can understand (but don’t personally support) why 

some people believe that students should be masked when in close proximity and I understand why the Board is adopting 

the masking policy it is adopting due to the quarantine policy of Public Health. This move by the stat is so far from the 

middle that it needs to be called what it is, and that is a control tactic. We operated all summer with students and adults 

unmasked. Until recently, the state seemed to agree that local districts ought to be able to set their own policies. Why is 
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the state now enforcing a state-wide school mask mandate? Where is the middle ground that respects those who do not 

feel that masking in general is necessary and do not agree that their children should be masked all day long in order to 

attend a public school that they pay taxes to support? Again, I understand that you cannot change mandates, but if you 

have choice as a school district, I ask that you not adopt what the state recommends. 

Brandi Roes spoke regarding hypercapnia: the poison of excessive carbon dioxide in the bloodstream, typically caused by 

inadequate respiration. This causes respiratory failure, organ failure, fatigue, muscle spasms, brain fog and death. How is 

this keeping my child safe? My son deals with respiratory issues and she doesn’t feel he is any safer with a mask or without 

a mask.  

My name is Sheila Neddo.  I am an employee here.  I do not have children in school, so I am speaking for myself personally 
and my nieces and nephews that do attend here.  It is not easy for me to stand up.  I usually just do my job and keep to 
myself.  But I feel convicted to stand up for my faith and my beliefs during this very unprecedented time.  I feel it is time to 
act on my own conviction’s and heart’s desire. 
 
My question is why are we following guidance that changes almost daily?  The state disaster emergency ended on June 25th.  
Just a few short weeks ago, Howard Zucker stated that school districts were reestablished as the controlling entity for 
schools. Schools and school districts should develop plans to open in-person in the fall as safely as possible, and he 
recommends following guidance from the CDC and local health departments.  Now he has mandated universal indoor 
masking for all staff and students.   Or there will be a $1,000/day fine if the mandate is not followed.  Whose responsibility 
is it to enforce this? And if it is enforced, aren’t our students worth more than $180,000?  After all didn’t we just get $4 
million from the federal government as part of a stimulus package? As a matter of fact, I know someone personally who 
went to Yankee stadium to enjoy a baseball game, UNVACCINATED.  No one enforced the mandate, nobody even 
questioned him at the gate.  And why would we listen to the CDC when they say the #2 safety tip when preparing for a 
hurricane is to get the shot?  Even before they encourage you to get emergency supplies.  True story, this is posted on their 
website.   
 
Why are we going back to mask wearing when masks have not been worn inside this building since the students left in 
June?  What has changed?  There has been summer school, BRYSA, sports camps, summer recreation program, open gym, 
Babe Ruth Baseball, Pop Warner Football with no face masks required and no social distancing.  I feel that it is very unfair 
that we make these children now return to school with face masks.  We have learned a lot from the past school year and 
have data to prove that the virus did not spread in our building or among the students.  There seems to be so many 
inconsistencies.  Masks are to be worn when standing or moving, but not when seated.  When going into public places such 
as stores or restaurants, door handles, shopping carts, money, ATM machines along with many other surfaces are touched 
thousands of times daily. Students are allowed to go to BOCES where not only individual school cohorts are mixed, but 
students from 6 school districts are mixed-and there were no cluster cases in our BOCES building.   
 
I feel that it is time to step away from what the mainstream media is trying to push and look into the true science.  Ryan 
Piche, Lewis County Manager, informed me, and I quote, "We work closely with the schools, but ultimately, these decisions 
are in the hands of local boards of education, and not the County Government. County Public Health is only an advisor to 
the schools at this time.”  If the decision is up to the school district, then be bold and be that district that fully opens their 
doors to the students without a mask mandate.  It is not enough to just get all students in school every day anymore.  When 
are you, as the leaders of the school district going to take the true well-being of students into consideration?  Do we not 
care about mental health, anxiety, social emotional concerns?  Does the rate of suicide, alcohol and drug abuse not matter 
anymore?  It seems that you are more worried about liability, lawsuits and loss of license than anything else.  The adults 
and students that want to get the shot have done so, they are now “protected”.  Do what’s truly best for our students.  I 
think the surveys both last spring and just a few weeks ago told you exactly how the community feels.  The next thing 
coming is the shot mandate for education.  I hope that you will stand for those that are against the shot for their own 
personal reasons and protect their jobs.  Please, take a stand. 
 
Thank you for your time 

 
 
5. NEW BUSINESS  
 
   A.  Upon the recommendation of Superintendent Green, the Board made a motion APPROVE 
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     to approve the plan for reopening of schools as presented:    REOPENING 
            PLAN 
       

1.  Amendments to motion/plan: Continue plan that was presented at the August 
25, 2021 meeting and revisit if needed.       
            

        
   First: SG Second: JP Yes:7 No:0 Abstain:0 
 
  
6. ADJOURNMENT 

 
 Upon the recommendation of Superintendent Green, the Board made a motion to  ADJOURN 
 adjourn the meeting at 7:31 p.m. 

 
   First: BL Second: TL Yes: 7 No: 0 Abstain: 0 
   
 
The next regular meeting of the Beaver River Central School Board of Education will be held on Monday,  
September 13, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. in Room 160.   

 
 
 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Dianna L. Bush 
District Clerk 


